
Educational Highlights: I have been an active student in 
the Honors College and the psychology department through-
out my college career at the College of  Charleston. I acted 
as the Service Chair for the Honors Student Association and 
served as President of  Psychology Club for several years. I 
am a member of  Phi Eta Sigma and Phi Kappa Phi National 
Honors Societies, as well as Psi Chi Psychology National Hon-
ors Society. I have received two summer research grants, along 
with several research presentation grants. I studied abroad in 
Chile (to study Spanish) and Germany (to study neuroscience), 
and received several scholarships towards these trips. I have 
been highly involved in research, completing several indepen-
dent studies with various professors and a Bachelor’s Essay.

Research Focus or Project: My current research focuses 
on reinforced behavioral variability in pigeons. Typically, re-
inforcement makes behavior more repetitive, but it can also be used to maintain variable behavior. The 
mechanisms underlying this phenomenon are unclear, however, and our lab is examining several differ-
ent behavioral explanations. Our data currently support the hypothesis that organisms are approaching 
each behavior as a separate event and are responding randomly. We are also exploring theoretically the 
potential neural mechanisms underlying these behaviors. Behavioral variability is highly valued in our so-
ciety; individuals who generate creative and novel ideas tend to be successful members. However, there 
are some individuals who behave too repetitively (e.g., individuals with autism or depression), and our 
studies may help to inform therapeutic interventions for these individuals. I have completed several inde-
pendent study projects, a SURF grant, and a Bachelor’s Essay in this lab with Adam Doughty.

Future Plans: Thanks to the support of  my mentors and the strong academic training and research 
background I have received at the College of  Charleston, I have been accepted into several doctoral pro-
grams in Behavior Analysis and Behavioral Neuroscience. Next semester, I will be entering Utah State 
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