
Educational Highlights: Over the past four years, I have 
been fortunate to have been a part of  the Honors College 
and to a have, thus far, achieved a 3.675 GPA in my Wom-
en’s and Gender Studies major. Also, it has been a pleasure 
to serve the campus community at as a Peer Facilitator (PF) 
for both the Honors College Beyond George Street (BGS) 
and the Center for Excellence in Peer Education (CEPE) 
First Year Experience (FYE).

Research Focus or Project: A couple of  summers ago, 
I had the wonderful opportunity to participate in research 
upon receiving a SURF (Summer Undergraduate Research 
with Faculty) grant. Dr. Alison Piepmeier was my advisor 
for this research. Under her guidance, I was able to conduct 
interviews with physicians, authors, activists, and advocates 
regarding the social and scientific construction of  disabil-
ity, particularly Down syndrome. Now, my independent research, still undertaken with the mentorship 
of  Dr. Piepmeier, focuses on sexual orientation and grassroots community activism. More specifically, I 
want to understand what makes activism and organizing most effective so as to best serve the LGBTQ 
(Lesbian, Gay, Bisexual, Transgender, and Queer) community in the South.

Future Plans: Currently, I am applying for jobs with non-profit organizations across the country with 
the hopes of  gaining more relevant experience in the non-profit sector. It is my desire to develop my 
own organization to serve the needs of  LGBTQ youth, particularly in South Carolina. After working 
within the non-profit sector for a couple of  years, I hope to apply to graduate school to receive a Mas-
ter’s in either nonprofit management, social work, or continued gender and sexuality studies.
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