
Educational Highlights: I’ve been a student in the Honors 
College throughout my collegiate career, maintaining a GPA 
above a 3.9. I received a SURF grant in the summer of  2013, 
and I’ve been awarded numerous merit-based departmen-
tal scholarships. I’ve also attended and presented at multiple 
conferences and conventions through the Department of  
English and the Center for Student Learning, at which I at-
tained the position of  Master Consultant in the Writing Lab. 
I am a member of  the honor societies Phi Eta Sigma, Sigma 
Tau Delta (Vice-President), Eta Sigma Phi (Vice-President), 
and Phi Kappa Phi. Additionally, I hold executive positions in 
Green CofC and Students for Social Innovation, and I have 
volunteered for and held membership positions in numerous 
other on- and off-campus clubs and organizations.

Research Focus or Project: Most of  my research revolves around the American modernist poet Hart 
Crane. With the assistance of  a SURF grant in the summer of  2013 that allowed me to conduct archival 
research at Columbia University, I explored Crane’s position as a gay poet whose unconventional/erratic 
poetics and lifestyle marked him as an academic and sexual outsider. Examining classical models of  nor-
mativity and “wholeness,” I concluded that Crane was unable to reconcile his institutional alienation with 
his poetic aspirations. Through an independent study and my Bachelor’s Essay, I have expanded this re-
search by considering Crane’s position in the historical contexts of  literary exile and how Crane’s letters 
and poetry reveal and reflect his anxieties about his sense of  perpetual displacement.

Future Plans: At the end of  May, I plan to present my research on Hart Crane at the American Litera-
ture Association conference in Washington, DC. I was recently chosen to be an alternate candidate for the 
Japanese Exchange and Teaching (JET) Program, and I eagerly hope to be upgraded to a “short-list” posi-
tion in the next few months. During the summer and fall, I plan to continue my study of  classical languag-
es, prepare for the GREs, and apply to top-tier doctoral programs in English and comparative literature.
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