
Educational Highlights: I feel that the awareness of social issues, which 
I encountered in my religious studies classes, empowered me to become 
an active participant in helping my local community. In the spring of  
2011, I founded the College of Charleston inner-city outreach initiative 
“CofC Without Walls.” This program offered food, clothing, and special 
events (inculding a tutoring program) to disadvantaged communities in 
the Charleston area by tying together the resources of local churches and 
volunteers from campus ministries. As the 2012 Vice President and 2013 
President of the Religious Studies Club I have had the opportunity to of-
fer other students an intellectual grasp of interfaith dialogue, academic 
discussion, and empathy for others of varying religious beliefs. Our club 
took undergraduate students to the AAR’s South Eastern Conference for 
the Study of Religion. In the fall of 2012, I hosted talks on my areas of  
specialization, Mormonism and Esoteric Religion. In 2013, I was asked to 
be a panelist on Religion and Extremism for the Bonner Leader Program. 
As a Christian student and young religious studies scholar I spoke on the 
concept of interfaith dialogue alongside a Jewish Rabbi and a local Mus-
lim teacher. In the spring of 2014, I participated in a teaching associate 
program with my department in which I helped teach an introductory religion course at the college.

Research Focus or Project: In 2013, I was given the chance to do a private study with Professor Lee Irwin on my topic of  
interest, Mormonism. During this private course, I developed a curiosity in Western Esotericism and its contributions to the re-
ligious landscape of American culture. My work was published in the 2013 edition of Chrestomathy. I applied the historiographi-
cal work presented by John L. Brooke and Michael D. Quinn and the theoretical discourse analysis of Kocku Von Stuckrad, in 
order to focus on the cultural discourse of Esotericism in early America and the influence of this discourse upon the social con-
struction of the early Mormon faith. This private study also led to my bachelor’s essay with Dr. Katie Hladky on the adaptation 
of Mormonism to the spotlight of mainstream American culture. I was selected to present my Bachelor’s essay at the Colonial 
Academic Alliance in April of 2014.

Future Plans: My interest in Western Esotericism played a major role in my decision to apply to the University of Amster-
dam’s graduate program in Western Esotericism, which I was accepted into and I will be attending next academic year. After 
my receiving my master’s degree I plan to apply to a doctoral program in American Religion.
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