
Educational Highlights: During my junior year, I received the 
Alexandria Dengate Scholarship award from the Political Science 
department. I am currently a member of  the Pi Sigma Alpha Hon-
or Society and have also been named to the Political Science Honor 
Roll. In October of  2013, I presented at the Association of  the 
Advancement of  Sustainability in Higher Education conference, a 
national conference on sustainability and higher education.  I pre-
sented on fair labor practices through a systems thinking approach, 
using the College of  Charleston as a case study and my collabora-
tive work with the College’s procurement office.  I also attended a 
conference on procurement in higher education during the sum-
mer of  2013 with the Office of  Sustainability.  In the spring of  
2014, I was nominated for the Office of  Institutional advance-
ment’s ExCEL in Diversity in Service award.

Research Focus or Project: During my junior year, I began work-
ing as an intern for the Office of  Sustainability on social and en-
vironmental issues. I also served as their fair labor practices and garden program intern.  A main component 
to my job as the garden program director is community development and collaboration efforts.  Community 
development is also a driving component in my research with Dr. Annette Watson on post-colonial indigenous 
identity and community development, performing research for part of  the South Eastern Wildlife and Environ-
mental Association grant on accessibility and coastal resource management related to the Gullah/Geechee.  We 
use ethnographic research techniques to procure data to provide better accessibility to coastal resources for the 
Gullah/Geechee so that they may preserve and practice their culture and their fishing economies.  

Future Plans: I intend on continuing my work in ethnographic research and community development, specifi-
cally in the sustainable agriculture industry or with indigenous communities.  One of  my career goals is to help 
facilitate the decolonization process, and cultural preservation among Native American communities, as well as 
assist marginalized peoples.  Community development is necessary for the empowerment of  individuals- this 
serves as a foundation for the future endeavors of  my professional career.
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