
Educational Highlights: I have been a member of  the 
Honors College at the College of  Charleston since my fresh-
man year in 2010. As an English major, I have been an ac-
tive member of  the English honors society Sigma Tau Delta 
and presented a paper at their 2014 convention in Savannah, 
GA. I also had a short nonfiction piece published in the Col-
lege of  Charleston Magazine that I initially wrote for an English 
class with Dr. Bonnie Devet. Outside the English depart-
ment, I am also a member of  the College’s Phi Kappa Phi 
and Phi Eta Sigma honors societies on campus.

Research Focus or Project: For my Bachelor’s Essay, I 
have been working alongside Dr. William Russell to research 
the adaptation and imitation of  feminine virtue in early 
modern romance epics. The focus of  this project stems 
from the senior seminar I took with Dr. Russell in 2013 in 
which we explored translation and imitation in early modern epics. Early modern literature thrives on 
imitation, for authors of  this period imitated not only the classics but their contemporaries as well. With 
the focus of  imitation, I have been tracing the definition of  feminine virtue through three of  the most 
influential epic romances of  the period: Ludovico Ariosto’s Orlando Furioso, Torquato Tasso’s Gersualemme 
liberata, and Edmund Spenser’s The Faerie Queene. Building off  one another and epic tradition, these three 
authors redefine feminine virtue to fit within their ideological contexts.

Future Plans: Throughout my college career, I have taken computer science and communications 
courses in addition to classes in the English department. This combined course load has helped me com-
plete two internships in the corporate communications office of  Huntington Ingalls Industries located in 
Newport News, Va. I have been fortunate enough to receive a job offer as a public relations representa-
tive for Huntington Ingalls so I will begin working there full time in June.
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