
Educational Highlights: I participated in the first re-
ligious studies study abroad trip to Ladakh, India. Our 
travels brought an energetic curiosity and passion to 
my conceptions of  what religious studies is and can 
be, and my on-the-ground experiences in India study-
ing Buddhism and globalization have undoubtedly had 
the most influence on shaping my future academic 
direction. I’m a member of  the HSS Dean’s Student 
Advisory Council, American Academy of  Religion, 
American Association of  University Women, and In-
ternational Association for Ladakh Studies. I designed 
an experimental ‘Teaching Apprenticeship’ program, 
which I piloted with Existentialism (PHIL205). I’ve at-
tended the American Academy of  Religion conference 
in Atlanta, Ga., and guest lectured at the India Inter-
national Association & Hindu Temple of  Charleston’s ‘Indian Independence Day’. I’ve received Distin-
guished Honors three times.  
Research Focus or Project: I’m part of  the Ronald E. McNair Scholars, and I’ve led 2 workshops for 
McNair about how students can manage their online content and create their own websites. I was a re-
search assistant for Dr. Lee Irwin, and I completed an independent study, “Plato’s Theories of  Metem-
psychosis in the Greco-Roman World”. I presented this research at several conferences including the 
McNair Scholars Symposium at the University of  California-Berkeley and the ‘Continental Drift’ Philos-
ophy and Religion conference at University of  North Carolina-Wilmington, where I won ‘Best In Panel’.  
Future Plans: From June 12 to Aug. 5, I will attend University of  Virginia’s Summer Language Insti-
tute, an intensive 8-week program, to learn colloquial and classical Tibetan. Classes consist of  8 hours 
per day of  reading, writing, listening, and speaking Tibetan. And, this fall I will apply to religious stud-
ies graduate programs and with the hope of  beginning graduate school in 2012.

HSS Scholar

Amberjade Mwékali Taylor
Majors: religious studies and 
philosophy

This award presented by Cynthia Lowenthal, Dean of the School of Humanities and Social Sciences,  
and the Department of Religious Studies at the College of Charleston on the 6th day of May 2011.




