
Educational Highlights: Throughout my time at the 
College, I have maintained a GPA of  3.8 or higher 
while working as a desk assistant for Residence Life 
and Housing. In summer 2011, I was one of  three 
undergraduates in the U.S. and Canada to be accept-
ed into the Woodenfish Buddhism in China Project, 
where I conducted research with two dozen graduate 
students in China’s Sichuan Province. I am a member 
of  Lambda Alpha, and I was recently selected as an 
Outstanding Student by both the Religious Studies and 
Anthropology Departments.
Research Focus or Project: During summer 2011, I 
completed a study abroad in China focused on lived 
religion and the effects of  globalization and modern-
ization on Buddhism and Daoism. As a result of  my 
research, I was accepted into the Woodenfish Buddhism in China Project, a program that brings to-
gether graduate-level researchers from around the world to study regional Chinese Buddhism. For three 
weeks, I interviewed and lived alongside Buddhist monks, staying in nine temples throughout Sichuan 
province. At the end of  the trip, I performed my own “pilgrimage” to Emei Shan, one of  the four sa-
cred Buddhist mountains of  China. These experiences led me to delve deeper into the complex reality 
of  lived religion as I interrogated the ways that scholars and practitioners define religious authenticity. 
In spring 2012, I presented my research as guest lecturer in RELS 298: “Religions of  China and Japan.”
Future Plans: After graduation, I plan on taking a year off. During this time, I will apply to graduate 
programs in Japanese religions and then spend the majority of  the year exploring India, Tibet, and Eu-
rope.
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