
Educational Highlights: I received SURF funding 
to work with Dr. Julia Eichelberger on a manuscript 
of  Eudora Welty’s unpublished letters on gardening in 
the summer 2011. My senior year, 3 English professors 
-- Simon Lewis, Julia Eichelberger, and Joe Kelly -- 
nominated three of  my research projects for presenta-
tion at English Day. I earned Departmental Honors in 
my major, and I also received an Outstanding Student 
Award for English. This spring, I had the honor of   
accepting the Anna Katona Award in American Litera-
ture. I was also recently inducted into the Spanish hon-
ors fraternity Sigma Delta Pi.
Research Focus or Project: During the spring of  my 
senior year, I began an independent study of  Irish and 
Southern literature facilitated by Dr. Kelly. I found a 
link to my previous research on Eudora Welty in my investigation of  Irish literature through her long 
friendship with Elizabeth Bowen. An Anglo-Protestant Irish writer known for her novels, Elizabeth 
Bowen is often acknowledged as an influential figure in Welty’s career. Their friendship, however, has not 
been analyzed as a factor in shaping the stories that Bowen wrote as Welty gained acclaim. I examined 
Welty’s influence on Bowen by comparing “Kin,” from The Bride of  the Innisfallen, to one of  Bowen’s last 
pieces of  short fiction, “A Day in the Dark.” The fading of  family ties and social traditions after World 
War II provides material for these stories, revealing the two writers’ concerns with changes in their re-
spective cultures. The parallel symbolism of  fading flowers and halted clocks in both stories represents 
this anxiety. However, the stories’ young, female, first-person narrators and their portrayal of  spring and 
summer show the writers’ optimism as they look to the second half  of  the twentieth century. I presented 
my independent study at English Day, and I plan to continue my work on this topic post-graduation.
Future Plans: In the fall, after a last summer in Charleston, I plan to apply to English graduate pro-
grams and spend as much time as possible outdoors.
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