
Educational Highlights: I have been an Honors 
College student throughout my undergraduate ca-
reer, and I currently maintain a 3.88 GPA. I earned 
‘Distinguished’ student status for three semesters and 
‘Highly Distinguished’ status for one semester. I have 
been a member of  the Lambda Alpha National Col-
legiate Honors Society for Anthropology and Phi Eta 
Sigma Honor Society. I spent a semester as a student 
at Southwest University for Nationalities in Chengdu, 
China.
Research Focus or Project: My bachelor’s essay, 
completed under the advising of  professor Dr. John 
Rashford, is based on my experience in Chengdu, 
China, and it explores gender and national identity in 
modern China. The paper examines the relationship 
between female identity and authoritative nationalist rhetoric in China, focusing on powerful historical 
feminine images promoted by Confucian philosophy, foot binding practices, and Mao Zedong’s rheto-
ric of  gender equality. Furthermore, my paper analyzes Chinese female identity today in its relationship 
to often-conflicting pressures of  Western culture, globalization, and Chinese nationalism. I assert that 
female identity, like Chinese identity in general, is becoming more conflicted, complex, and prone to in-
fluence outside of  state rhetoric, and that this reality will have implications for Beijing’s ability to con-
trol its people in the face of  growing political oppression.
Future Plans: I hope to enter a graduate program for international relations or development in the 
next two years, though I haven’t decided what, specifically, I would like to pursue. I plan to go back to 
China after graduation to continue learning Chinese and become more acquainted with the country.  
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