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Educational Highlights: Since arriving at the Col-
lege of  Charleston, I have been a member of  the Hon-
ors College. I’ve made the Dean’s list each semester and 
been a recipient of  various merit-based scholarships, 
including the nationally competitive Phi Kappa Phi Study 
Abroad scholarship and the Benjamin Gilman Schol-
arship. I have also been a SURF grant recipient work-
ing with WGS director, Alison Piepmeier, on her book 
project about Down syndrome, notions of  “choice,” 
and prenatal testing. I received a Research Presentation 
Grant to present our research at the Southeastern Wom-
en’s Studies Association Conference in 2012. This year, 
I am presenting my own original research at the confer-
ence. In addition to these projects, I studied abroad in 
Cape Town, South Africa for a semester during my ju-
nior year.
 
Research Focus or Project: My research focuses on the intersection of  fatness and disability using a femi-
nist disability studies framework. In the first chapter of  my bachelor’s essay, I analyzed the figure of  the fat 
lady in American freak shows in the nineteenth and twentieth centuries. I explored the role of  the fat lady 
in the explicitly disabled community of  the freak show. In the continuation of  that project, I shifted the 
freak show lens to current media. I examined The Biggest Loser as a freak show platform for fat bodies, and 
the process of  dehumanization and bodily reform required to re-instate full humanity for The Biggest Loser 
contestants. Most broadly described, I am interested in the treatment and construction of  deviant bodies.
 
Future Plans: This spring semester has been busy with four trips to graduate schools across the country 
who admitted me into their women’s and gender studies Ph.D. programs. After a lot of  consideration, I have 
finally decided to accept the offer at Rutgers University, and will begin graduate school in the fall of  2013.
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