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Educational Highlights: Freshman year I established 
the Pulsera Project as an official student organization 
on campus and was president of  the organization for 
three semesters. Sophomore year I was recognized with 
the Pi Sigma Alpha Best Paper Award for the analytical 
essay category and junior year I was awarded the Harp-
er B. Keeler Award for outstanding rising senior in po-
litical science. This fall I interned at the Charleston City 
Paper, where I contributed weekly online features and 
print copy primarily in the “Cuisine” section. The high-
light of  this experience was a two-page print feature 
detailing a local food community project I had been 
following. Recently, I was a part of  a speaking panel on 
international aid and development alongside two CofC 
professors and an economist. During this session, I 
spoke about the role and risks of  using imagery in hu-
manitarian campaigns.
 
Research Focus or Project: As a member of  the Honors College, I am completing a Bachelor’s Essay 
on my chosen topic of  food deserts in South Carolina and Charleston. I conducted data analyses for the 
local, state, and national levels to identify the characteristics that feature within these areas with low phys-
ical access to a supermarket. The second element of  my research uses qualitative measures to investigate 
the availability and price of  healthy foods within the different non-supermarket food retailers found in 
this local cluster of  food deserts.
 
Future Plans: I am currently applying for a Rotary Foundation Global Grant to study community de-
velopment through the context of  food production and consumption. This grant would fund my chosen 
Master’s program at the University of  London in 2014. Until then, I plan to continue to immerse myself  
in the Charleston community to take advantage of  the vibrant local food movement we have here. In the 
future, I want to be enjoying whatever I’m doing and hopefully make a difference while doing it.
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