
Educational Highlights: I’m a member of  both the 
Honors College and the William Aiken Fellows Soci-
ety, as well as other discipline-based honor’s societies. 
I have won multiple grants for the funding of  research 
projects during the course of  my undergraduate stud-
ies, and have taken two year-long bachelor’s essays and 
four semester-long independent studies/tutorials.
Research Focus or Project: The focus of  my re-
search has been cognition, broadly construed. As 
such, I have devoted a considerable amount of  study 
to the function of  language in the human mind, the 
utilization of  the environment as a scaffold for cogni-
tive process, and issues in moral cognition and learn-
ing. My current bachelor’s essay is an examination of  
the structural features of  cognition and how they are 
reflected in and impact our use of  language as a feature of  our environment. I argue that a fundamental 
necessity of  cognition is the use of  some stand-in system to serve to predict the behavior of  features 
of  the environment, and that the way we understand the use of  the environment in cognition and the 
function of  language both are impacted by this structure. This paper has produced several conference 
presentations, including a forthcoming presentation at the 2011 joint meeting of  the European and 
American Societies for Philosophy and Psychology this summer. My previous bachelor’s essay involved 
a year-long empirical investigation into the impact of  pretend play gaming structures on the moral de-
velopment of  young adults.  We found that, given proper structure, such gaming environments can be 
powerful tools to improve the moral reasoning abilities of  young adults.  This project resulted in a pre-
sentation at the Association for Moral Education, and a manuscript under review.
Future Plans: I will pursue my Ph.D. in Philosophy at the City University of  New York-CUNY.
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