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Educational highlights: I was able to maintain a cumulative GPA of 3.86 throughout my undergraduate career. I was 
inducted into the Golden Key International Honor Society, as well as the Honor Society of Phi Kappa. I participated in 
the Model African Union in Washington D.C. in 2005 and 2006, as well as the Model United Nations in spring 2008 at the 
College of Charleston. I studied abroad in Guinea, Sierra Leone, Senegal and the Gambia in spring 2004 as well as Cuba 
in fall 2005, where I experienced fi rsthand the gross inequities that currently characterize our planet and discovered my 
calling to work for justice throughout the world. Much of my unoffi  cial education has come through community service. 
As an active member of the Baha’i Club at the College of Charleston, I have had the opportunity to organize and participate 
in various outreach programs for “at-risk” youth and children. Th rough these programs, conducted both in English and 
Spanish, I have striven, and continue to strive, to empower these young people to realize their full potential.
 
Research focus or project: In the spring of 2007, I completed a research seminar in which I pursued an in-depth analysis of 
several Afro-Brazilian religions, including Umbanda and Candomblé. Th is research project analyzed the evolution of the 
Yoruba religion to the “new world” and investigated its impact upon Brazilian culture and society. It also studied the unique 
and diverse manners of syncretism between these African beliefs and Catholicism. Other research projects I previously 
undertook included topics such as racial identity in the Dominican Republic, the realities of Mexican immigration, and 
Afro-Brazilian revolts.

Future plans: In the next year I will be working for the Louis Gregory Baha’i Institute as the Coordinator for Project Mona, 
a grassroots youth empowerment program throughout the Carolinas and Georgia. I am looking forward to pursuing a 
Masters in Public Administration with a focus in non-profi t organizations at College of Charleston in Fall of 2009, as well 
as a Masters in Public Health or Social Work at University of South Carolina. Ultimately my fi ancé and I plan to start an 
orphanage and health clinic abroad, serving underprivileged children, youth, and adults worldwide.
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