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Educational Highlights: Throughout my undergrad-
uate career I have maintained a 3.8 GPA. I was a mem-
ber of  Phi Theta Kappa and I graduated summa cum laude 
with an associate degree in science before beginning 
my bachelor’s degree in anthropology at the College of  
Charleston. Since then, I was nominated for the Na-
tional Honor Society and became a member of  Lambda 
Alpha Anthropology Honor Society. I am also current-
ly working as a teaching assistant with Dr. Dana Cope 
in osteology and forensics. 

Research Focus or Project: During the fall of  2012 
I completed an independent study with Dr. Hector 
Qirko on the relationship between neuroendocrinol-
ogy, life-experience, and affiliative behavior in humans. 
I focused specifically on oxytocin, especially as it func-
tions in the central nervous system. I also looked at the oxytocin receptor and its associated systems in 
mammalian species and explored allele frequencies of  the receptor in human populations to determine 
how culture may play a role in variation of  behavioral phenotypes. I found a link between oxytocin and 
the empathic system in human beings and concluded my paper with an examination of  the potential re-
lationship between oxytocin, empathy, and altruism in humans.

Future Plans: Long-term, I hope to gather cross-cultural data detailing genotypes of  select neurochemi-
cal systems involved in social behavior in human populations to compare to cultural norms regarding af-
filiative behavior in order to understand how genes and environment interact to shape human behavior. 
In the immediate future, I plan to research identity formation in a neurological and anthropological con-
text in order to illuminate how perception of  personal identity and group identity influences individual 
behavior. 
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