
Educational Highlights: I am a member of  Pi Sigma 
Alpha, the National Political Science honors society, 
and Omicron Delta Kappa, the National leadership hon-
ors society. While maintaining a high level of  campus 
involvement, I have been able to maintain a 3.7 GPA. 
My freshmen year, I became involved in the Model 
UN and in subsequent years chaired breakout commit-
tees and the general assembly.
Research Focus or Project: My independent re-
search began in spring 2010 when I co-authored a 
SURF grant alongside Dr. Annette Watson. We re-
ceived funding for our project entitled: “Something’s 
Fishy in the Yukon River Drainage: Deciding When 
‘Enough’ is ‘Enough’ to Sustain Chinook Salmon as 
a Global Resource.” In summer 2010, I traveled to 
Huslia, Alaska, to study the impact of  salmon resource 
decline on subsistence Native American communities. After returning from my field study, I began an 
independent study in fall 2010 and subsequently a Bachelor’s Essay in spring 2011. I argue that the hu-
man rights discourse has been misapplied to natural resources because stakeholders have taken equality 
under the law to mean that all stakeholders are entitled to equal harvests. This assumption of  equality, 
which ignores ecological considerations, is underpinned by the notion that all actors utilize resources 
in the same way. Yet subsistence users are empirically different from capitalist users. According to the 
Alaska Department of  Fish & Game, the Yukon River drainage is segregated into upper and lower river 
management districts. However, this dichotomization does not adequately conceptualize human geog-
raphies that have emerged to address different uses of  the resource. I conclude that, to reduce future 
conflict, the law must better conceptualize human environmental geographies to meet environmental 
and social goals.
Future Plans: I have applied to national security jobs and environment jobs in Washington, D.C. After 
working for two years, I will enroll in graduate school for geography at The University of  North Caro-
lina at Chapel Hill.

HSS Scholar

Jordan Blanton
Major: political science

This award presented by Cynthia Lowenthal, Dean of the School of Humanities and Social Sciences,  
and the Department of Political Science at the College of Charleston on the 11th day of May 2012.




