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Educational highlights: I have been named a Highly Distinguished student for most of my academic career and have 
never had a cumulative GPA score under a 3.90. In the 2007 Spring Semester I was inducted into Psi Chi and the Golden 
Key National Honor Society, the latter in which I achieved the status of our chapter’s webmaster.
 
Research focus or project: Since the summer of 2006, I have been involved in the testing, data collection, and analysis of 
rats prenatally exposed to ammonium perchlorate. Ammonium perchlorate is an environmental toxin used as a common 
rocket fuel additive and is also found in many widely used items such as fi reworks and explosives. Th ere is limited knowledge 
of the eff ects of perchlorate on one’s physiology, particularly on functions of the brain, and studies thus far have determined 
an eff ect on the thyroid’s iodide reuptake mechanism, which helps to regulate several crucial thyroid hormones. My recent 
endeavors have been concerned with prenatal exposure to perchlorate and potential eff ects on off spring that may have 
been subject to altered neuronal development due to this thyroid hormone inhibition in utero. Over the summers of 2006 
and 2007 I have participated in behavioral studies examining possible abnormalities in learning and working memory. 
Over the last academic year I have been more directly involved in examining the possible eff ects to gross structures of 
the brain with focus on the corpus callosum. My hope is to determine if there are detrimental behavioral and structural 
eff ects due to prenatal exposure to this relatively unknown compound so that appropriate attention may be brought to it 
by the scientifi c community and action taken to curb its rising environmental presence.

Future plans: With the support and aid of the faculty in the psychology department, I have decided to apply my 
undergraduate experience and understanding of the human mind to the fi eld of library and information science. I have 
applied to several prestigious universities including the University of North Carolina, the University of South Carolina, 
and Indiana University for the approaching fall 2008 semester and eagerly await their replies. I will pursue a Masters and 
PhD in Library Information Sciences and hope to continue to apply my success to the public forum.
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