
Educational Highlights: I have been an Honors 
student throughout my collegiate career, maintaining 
a GPA above 3.8 while participating in varsity athlet-
ics on the women’s soccer team. Three times I have 
made the Academic All-Southern Conference Team, 
and I was twice nominated for Academic All-Ameri-
can. I also received the College’s Athletics Academic 
Achievement Award. In the 2007-2008 academic year 
I was awarded the Most Outstanding Departmental 
Essay for “Torture at Abu Ghraib: The Terrorist Tac-
tics of  a Modern Democracy and the Oppression of  
the Muslim Other.” The essay was published in Chres-
tomathy, College of  Charleston’s journal for outstand-
ing undergraduate research, in the fall of  2008. Also in 
the fall, my undergraduate research was accepted for 
panel discussion at the Southeast Commission for the Study of  Religion. The essay, “Religion and the 
Presidential Election: From Accusations of  Atheism to Proclamations of  the Born-Again,” was pre-
sented in the spring of  2009. In conjunction with the conference, I was awarded a Research Presenta-
tion Grant (RPG) from the College. 
Research Focus or Project: My bachelor’s essay focused on the role of  religion in the 2004 and 2008 
presidential elections. Viewed through the lens of  the failure of  the enlightenment promise of  private 
faith, the prominent role religion plays in modern presidential politics is not surprising. My essay at-
tempts to understand how a nation that proclaims a strong separation of  church and state can simul-
taneously demand religious overtures of  its politicians. In answering this question, the essay traces, 
through two centuries of  elections, religion’s transformation from an occasional factor to a necessary 
campaign tool. 
Future Plans: I have been accepted into the United States Peace Corps, and I am currently slated to 
begin service in October in an agro-forestry program in French-speaking West Africa.
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