
Educational Highlights: I have been part of  the 
Honors College since my freshman year and have had 
the opportunity to get to know and work closely with 
several political science professors during my time 
here. During the summer following my freshman year, 
I studied abroad in Morocco with Drs. Jack Parson 
and Abdellatif  Attafi. Sophomore year, I participat-
ed in the Model African Union in Washington, D.C., 
working closely with Dr. Parson and other political sci-
ence students. During the first semester of  my junior 
year, I participated in a for-credit internship through 
the department with the local non-profit Communities 
in Schools, a dropout prevention agency. And one of  
my favorite undergraduate experiences was definitely 
my study-abroad experience in Dakar, Senegal, during the second semester of  my junior year.  I am a 
member of  Pi Sigma Alpha and was recently selected to receive departmental honors upon graduation. 
During my sophomore year, I also received the Alexandria Dengate Memorial Endowed Scholarship.
Research Focus or Project: Drawing heavily upon my experience in Senegal, my independent study 
sought to reconsider international development language, practices, and measurements, reframing the 
approach from a bottom-up perspective. I argued development work can only be effective when it takes 
seriously the voices and specific needs of  those it seeks to help.
Future Plans: In the next year, I will become a Teach for America Corps member in the Mississippi 
Delta and will be teaching high school English.  Following this two-year commitment, I would like to 
take additional time off  in order to travel, but ultimately I hope to return to academia in order pursue 
graduate studies in politics and social work.
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