
“I took my first plane ride across the world to 
participate in the [College’s] first public health 
study abroad program. From squeezing hands 
with my seatmate during takeoff to trying to 
avoid baggage fees for my overweight luggage, 
I encountered a continuous succession of new 
experiences that have altered my perspective of 
the world. This journey gave me the confidence 
to pursue other opportunities that may seem out 
of reach. I appreciate all the time and resources 
that were given to achieve my longtime dream of 
studying abroad.”

COVER STORY:  With the help of the Dean’s Excellence 
Fund, Cora Webb  (public health and women’s and gender studies) 
was able to fufuill a lifelong goal: to study abroad. Cora’s trip to 
Italy left her with the memorable experiences that go hand-in-hand 
with travel, all while learning about global community health 
initiatives. Now that’s experiential learning! Read more about Cora’s experience at hss.cofc.edu.

DONOR SPOTLIGHT
Mary Pinckney ‘90, English major

“My willingness to donate comes from a combination of my appreciation for the 
professors who so influenced my own years at the College, my support for Dean Hale’s 
leadership at the school today and my investment for future students in the School of 
Humanities and Social Sciences.” hss.cofc.edu/giving

Taylor Hall (political science and international studies; far left) 
studied abroad in Morocco after receiving funding. “My time 
in Morocco left a lasting impact on my personal and academic 
outlooks,” he says. Taylor will be working on a bachelor’s essay on 
Morocco’s political development as a result of his trip. 

Madeline Jane Welch ‘16 (religious studies and sociology) traveled 
to Atlanta, Georgia, to present her research on Balinese Hindu 
cremation ceremonies at the Southeastern Commission for the 
Study of Religion conference. “I really enjoyed being able to meet 
scholars and students of religion from all over the Southeast,” she 
says.

The Bully Pulpit Series gives 
students the opportunity to become 
involved in the political process. 

bullypulpitseries.org

Our school’s fund helped 
support the City of 
Charleston’s Mayoral 
Debate, hosted by ABC 
News 4 and the College’s 
Bully Pulpit Series.

Brother and sister Michael Chapman 
‘16 (archaeology) and Samantha 
Chapman ‘19 (psychology) traveled 
to Eastern Europe for a summer 
study abroad class titled “Tracing the 
Holocaust” thanks to support from 
the Dean’s Excellence Fund.


