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Educational Highlights: As an incoming freshman, 
I was selected as a William Aiken Fellow in the Honors 
College at the College of  Charleston, and received vari-
ous merit scholarships. I am a member of  several hon-
ors societies, including Golden Key, Phi Kappa Phi, and 
Psi Chi. I have acted as an Honors Ambassador for the 
Honors College throughout my time in Charleston, and 
I am currently the president of  the Golden Key (CofC 
chapter) as well as the Neuroscience Club, which I co-
founded. As one of  the first students selected to take 
part in the Neuroscience Seminar in Germany, I was 
able to study at Ludwig Maximilians Universität and 
Charité Universitätsmedizin, as well as the Max Plank 
Institut für Orinthologie. I have also maintained a GPA 
above a 3.8 throughout my undergraduate career.
 
Research Focus or Project: I received the Howard Hughes Medical Institute Summer Research Grant 
in 2010 to study the effects of  caffeine on locomotor activity and conditioned place preference in ze-
brafish with Dr. Mark Hurd. In the Fall of  2010, I began working on several projects regarding the role 
of  glutamate in cocaine addiction and relapse with Dr. Lori Knackstedt in the Neuroscience Institute 
at MUSC. Under Dr. Knackstedt’s mentorship, I completed my honors thesis, “Behavioral and Molecu-
lar Consequences of  Concurrent Cocaine and Ethanol Use.” During the summer of  2012, I was excited 
to work with Dr. Howard Becker as a DART Fellow in the Center for Drug and Alcohol Programs at 
MUSC. I am currently studying different pharmacological treatments for alcoholism.  
 
Future Plans: With the ultimate goal of  a career in academic medicine, I plan to apply to several medi-
cal scientist training programs across the nation. I look forward to continue working in the Becker lab as 
a research specialist until my post-graduate studies commence. I also hope to continue volunteering with 
various organizations in the community.
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