HSS Scholar

Caroline Rieger
Major: Communication
Minor: Pre-Med
Educational Highlights: I will graduate magna cum
laude, with a 3.96 major GPA and a 3.84 overall GPA.
I am a member of Phi Kappa Phi Honor Society, National Society of Collegiate Scholars, AED Pre-Professional Health Honor Society, and Phi Eta Sigma
Honor Society. I’ve served in various leadership positions in my sorority, Chi Omega. I received the College
of Charleston Presidential scholarship and Academic scholarship, Johnson Wood Cox Greek Pre-Med
scholarship, Jean R. Spell Chi Omega Chapter scholarship, and Communication Department’s Rivers Foundation scholarship.
Research Focus and Internship: I focused my research on issues related to health communication. For
my independent study, I researched the College’s crisis
communication strategy during the H1N1 pandemic and produced a documentary with my findings.
I participated in an Honor’s special topics course, “Media, Materialism and Feminism” and conducted
research titled: “Women’s Lifestyle Magazines and Their Effects on Young Women’s Body Image and
Materialism.” This research was selected for presentation at Southeastern Women’s Association Conference in Columbia, S.C. Finally, my bachelor’s essay is a content analysis of three genres of television
programming that disseminates health information to the American public. In addition to the above research, I interned for Viacom’s MTV Networks in New York City, N.Y., as an assistant to the senior director of communications in the press and public affairs departments.
Future Plans: I will attend LSU School of Medicine in Shreveport, La., this fall. I hope to become
a dermatologist. However, it is my ultimate goal to combine my medical degree and background in
broadcast journalism to pursue a career as a medical correspondent with a major network.

This award presented by Cynthia Lowenthal, Dean of the School of Humanities and Social Sciences,
and the Department of Communication at the College of Charleston on the 6th day of May 2011.

